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would be responsible for everything and " secure the per-
formance of the duty in such manner as to satisfy Her
Majesty's Servants and to secure the Publick Interests."
For it had .never been his way at any time in the last forty
years to make difficulties about a little extra work; and
Wellington, at seventy-six, was quite prepared to oblige
young Secretary Gladstone. Two ages seem to meet in that
exchange of letters ; for one correspondent had seen active
service against the armies of the First Republic, and the
other lived on until Sir Herbert Kitchener was campaigning
in the Sudan. Indeed, Gladstone's official correspondence
seemed full of military interest, since it fell to him to ask
royal leave for the Park guns to fire in honour of Gough's
victories in the Sikh War. He had been at Windsor for New
Year, 1846, when the Queen encored a song by the Castle
servants ; the royal children were on view once more, and
he found the Prince of Wales " as good in expression as can
be conceived." Then there were decorations to be sanc-
tioned for a naval officer, who had commanded the blockade
of Buenos Aires, where the cold tyranny of Rosas defied the
Powers, and more guns to boom for Indian victories; but
sometimes his royal correspondence touched the more
congenial theme of Colonial bishoprics and the benefactions
of the good Miss Burdett Coutts.

But all through 1846 the Tory wolves were after Peel;
and in June they dragged him down. One by one his
colleagues had their audiences of the Queen to give up their
seals of office, Gladstone recording how she said something
gracious about his father and took his seals with a kindly
intimation that she was very sorry to receive them from him*
He was quite sorry for her too, because " her eyes told tales
but she smiled and put on a cheerful countenance/' For,
as he saw, it cost her a good deal to part with the Peelites:
" it was in fact the ist of September, 1841, over again as to
feelings." But this time the parting was not from the
genial tutelage of Melbourne, but from Peel's incomparable
judgment and the sagacity of Aberdeen, both of which